
 

 

5th Year Ecology Fieldtrip to Fota Wildlife Park 
 

 

 

On Wednesday 17th May, 100 fifth year students, 

accompanied by Ms Murphy, Ms O’ Sullivan, Ms 

Hegarty and Mr Browne travelled to Fota Wildlife 

Park.  This was to complete the practical element 

of the Ecology part of the Leaving cert Biology 

course. 

The students got a recap of the theory in a 

classroom setting and then proceeded to the 

woodland to carry out the practical work.  They 

set up pitfall traps, used sweep nets and carried 

out surveys on 

different 

plant species to be found in the area.  All 

insects were identified to the background 

sound of screams from those a little bug 

squeamish!!  You know who you are!! 

The students also had plenty of time to walk 

around the park and see the many wonderful 

animals in their enclosures, including the 

Rhino and her calf, cheetahs, monkeys and many more. 

Great fun was had by all on a beautiful sunny day and the students learned a lot 

 

 

5th Place in Munster Finals for Luke Merrigan 2nd year 

 

5th place finish for Luke Merrigan in Castleisland last 

weekend in the Munster Schools Track and Field. It 

was a very tactical 1500m Junior Boys race with Luke 

narrowly missing out on All Ireland qualification. Well 

done and onwards to next year. 

 

 

 

 
 



TY Gaisce trip to Dungarvan 

 

 

40 students from across the six class groups attended 

the Gaisce  trip to Dungarvan greenway on Wed May 

17th. This was the end of a journey undertaken by the 

TY students in order to qualify for the 

bronze Gaisce award. In order to qualify for this 

students had to undertake 13 weeks of a 1 hour per 

week physical activity, 1 hour per week 

at a community involvement and 13 weeks learning a new 

skill. The skills ranged from baking and guitar to 

gardening 

An additional 13 weeks must be 

completed in one challenge area 

of their choice.. 

When all this is completed 

students must undertake the 

challenge of a 25km walk/hike and an overnight stay. This 

year we went to The gold coast hostel in Bunmahon and 

completed the 25km over two days. This included an 

evening walk to Bunmahon Beach where the brave tested 

the freezing water…all said this was the highlight of the 

trip. The hostel was great fun and Nicholas and his team at 

the hostel  looked after us well. It was a great way to finish off the TY 

year. Gaisce medals and certs will be presented at the TY graduation on May 

29th. 

 

 

 



JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT ECONOMICS FOR SUCCESS  

1st YEAR BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

  

1st year Business Studies students received certification this week for 

completion of a Junior Achievement “Economics for Success” Programme.  

  

Gary Frost (Janssen Pharmaceutical Sciences) presented the course over 5 

weeks. Topics explored included identifying possible Career Paths, Managing 

Budgets (making decisions based on chosen career salaries on housing, food, 

transport etc), Transferable and Digital Skills, different ways of paying bills and 

Loan Applications.  The students enjoyed many role play scenarios and game 

activities included in the programme 

 

Green Schools adventure Dublin Zoo!! 

 

  

On Tuesday 16th of May 30 TY studentsfrom our Green School Committee, had 

a very early start, travelling to Dublin for a grand day out at Dublin Zoo. 



The students participated in a sustainability workshop in which 

they actively engaged in environmental issues. 

Brandon, our module coordinator helped students evaluate food choices in terms 

of their impact on the environment and identify realistic ways they can 

purchase food more responsibly to protect wildlife. 

The workshop concluded with a visit to an endangered species to learn about the 

challenges they face and what we can all do to help. 

The students and teachers had a few hours to roam around the zoo 

in the glorious sunshine and marvelled at the array of animals and plants that 

live there. 

The gorillas and orangutangs seemed to be a group favourite! 

Everyone had fun day out, learning and working together. 

These students contributed significantly to various environmental initiatives 

throughout the school this academic year and this trip was a great way to 

celebrate these successes. 

Thanks to Ms Emerson and Mr O’Sullivan who travelled with the group. 

 

 

Our final Track Thursday  

 

 

 Our final track Thursday of the year took place 

this week with huge numbers turning up to walk 

the track before school.  Thank you to our School 

Health Team for promoting this ‘Being Well’ 

initiative. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


