TY Tour 1 to Amsterdam

On the 18th of April 2023, Rang Cliona ,Treasa and Niamh went on their
Ty trip to Amsterdam. It was an early start and all students had to be
at the airport at 3:30 am. We met the teachers at the airport and were

divided into six groups of

twelve. Each teacher took

charge of a group of twelve
which made it easier to take
the role. We got through
security smoothly and there
was a great atmosphere on

the planel!

When we arrived in

Amsterdam we gathered outside the T am Amsterdam’ sign to take

pictures and do a headcount before we met our bus driver for the week.

We got on the bus and then made our first
journey to the centre of Amsterdam, where
| we went on a canal trip through the city. This

was followed by lunch where we were given

to explore the city and shop. We
regrouped after lunch before
continuing on to the Amsterdam
dungeons. We went into the dungeons
not knowing what to expect but we

had a great time. Afterwards, we
went to Madame Tussauds and walked through the wax figure museum.
We saw lots of famous celebrities and everyone really enjoyed it.After



that we got onto the bus and went fo the hostel where we ate dinner and
got settled into our rooms.There was a pool table, ping pong table and air
hockey which kept us entertained for the night.We were all wrecked and
asleep by half 11.

On Wednesday the 19th we all got up for breakfast at 8 o'clock before
we left the hostel at 9:30 for our busy day ahead.We got to the Hague
where we had an hour and a half of free time to shop and get food.We
then made our way back onto the bus and left for the Space Exploration
Museum. We spent 45 minutes there although it was booked for 2 hours
but because of good behavior we got extra free time at the Hague.That
night we went to a Irish bar for dinner and got cheese burgers and
chips.We all really enjoyed having dinner all fogether. Later on we went
bowling in an American styled bowling alley and we all loved it. We went
back to the hostel and relaxed after our long day!

On Thursday the 20th we had a pretty exciting day ahead of us. We had

breakfast at 8 o'clock before we were on our way o Walibi World.



We arrived at Walibi World at around 11:30 and everyone was buzzing
with excitement. We got to explore the park for 4 hours and went on
loads of rides.

We went on Europe's biggest wooden roller coaster and had a great timell
We met back at the main entrance at 4 o'clock before we made our way
back into the center of Amsterdam for our last dinner. There was a great
variety and everyone was happy.We went back to the hostel and there was
a karaoke night with all the schools that were staying there. Everyone
came together and got along during the karaoke and it was one of the
most memorable Ty experiences. The karaoke ended at half 12 and it was
a great way to end the last night.




On Friday the 21st, it was our last day in Amsterdam. We
started off the morning by packing our bags and cleaning
our rooms.

Our first activity was a 5d flight simulation over

Holland.We all agreed this was one of the best
activities and we really enjoyed it.

Next our bus driver picked us up and dropped us at a
shopping center near the airport. We got 4 hours of
free time o go shopping and get food. We loved the
shopping in Amsterdam and thought there was a much

better selection.

Once we got back on the bus we collected €3 from everyone as a thanks
to our bus driver for being so kind all week. We arrived at the airport 5
hours before the flight and had to wait to be checked in. When we were
finally allowed to check in at 8 o'clock we got through security which was
much stricter than Cork airport. We rushed to our gate to then be told
our flight was delayed by an hour. We all got food before making our way
back to the plane. We arrived home at 12:30 and were all wrecked after

our trip.

The teachers did such an amazing job and we really appreciate the time
and effort they put into the tour. Overall we as a group think this was the



best experience of Ty and it brought us closer as a year group. We have
definitely made friends for lifell

-Written By Eva Brewster TY

GCC s*tuden'rs mvn‘ed to Stryker

site in Model Farm Rd
Stryker are launching a new
community outreach for emerging
professionals and had previously
been major financial sponsors for
the GCC Robotics team's visit to
the world final in Texas last year.
Members of the Robotics team, TY
students competing in CanSat and a :
selection of 5™ years with a strong interest in STEM made up the group of 20.
The students were given an overview of Stryker's operations, were able to
participate in a few activities and heard a range of really informative
testimonials from several young Stryker employees who shared their school and
career journeys o date. The Robotics team were given the floor to share their




Texas experience and the visit ended with a tour of the clean room where the
assembly and quality control of Neuro-vascular devices is done.

The feedback from students was hugely positive and the visit proved a really
worthwhile couple of hours.

Our thanks to Jason Walkinshaw and his colleagues in the Stryker SEP team for
their time and effort

Ecole Massillon students visit 6CC

it

Thirty French students and three French teachers from Ecole Massillon in Paris
arrived into Cork airport on Saturday, April 15th. The students spent the
weekend getting acquainted with their host families and re establishing
relationships that were made during the Irish visit to Paris in January.

On Monday, after a warm welcome from Senior management, our guests
experienced the Irish education system and joined some of the 5™ year classes.
Following ThlS both groups had a guided tour of U.C.C. followed by an evening of
' b W : culture and traditional Irish music in
the Spailpin Fanach pub in town. The

s students learned how to dance and had
a marvelous evening.

On Tuesday, the French visited Kinsale
and explored Charles Fort while on
Wednesday, they learned about the
history of the Titanic in Cobh. On
Wednesday afternoon, the Irish students taught the French students how to
play Gaelic football and hurling and this was followed by an afternoon of music
and songs in the multi-purpose room.




Our guests were blessed with fine weather on Thursday and visited beautiful
West Cork taking in Gougane Barra, Glengarriff and the stunning Garnish Island.
Unfortunately, all good things must come o an end and the French returned to
Paris on Friday afternoon. The students and teachers had a very memorable
week and already students from 6CC have booked their flights to travel back to
their correspondents in mid-June! Vive la France!

GCC Tennis Team lose out narrowly in Dungarvan

Hard luck to our school tennis team of
Cathal Tangney (Clar), Toby Tanghey
(Niamh), Fionn Barry (Cliona) and Ryan
O'Donovan (Clar) who narrowly lost out
| to St. Augustine's 3-2 in the U-19

| shield competition in Causeway Tennis
& Club, Dungarvan on the 26/04/23.

A great way to start the day with students taking
part in a yoga class. Not just for students
though!! Even our staff member Alma got
involved!!




VConor' Mohally goes on tour

- Photo shows Conor presenting to 5th Class

Conor Mohally 2nd year Rang Grainne, Winner of Cork
Heritage Project between 29 Secondary schools in the
Junior Cycle section, Conor's project title was:

"Tim Mohally, My Grandad the Horologist”

His Grandad, Tim Mohally, is a Horologist/Watchmaker. He
is 80 years of age and just retired. He wanted to do a project
on his career and his part of Irish Culture that is dying out
quickly.

Conor was invited back tfo his former primary school
Riverstown NS, where he spoke to the 5th class students
before Easter.

Conor presented the Project to the students after there was
a question and answer session.

Conor was awarded a token of appreciation by Mr John
Meade, 5th class teacher.



