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Outline

ÅThis presentation will outline the following: 

ïAn illustration of education progression in Ireland 
National Framework Qualifications (NFQ)

ïOverview of the Framework for Junior Cycle

ïGeneral overview of Curricular Provision at Junior 
Cycle (Subjects) 

ïA guide to Researching your Option Subject Choices



Education Progression

Youarenow enteringthe second-leveleducationsystemat JuniorCycle. TheJunior
CycleProgrammeis three years in duration. Formal assessmentfor the Junior
Certificatein eachsubject takes place in SpringTerm of 2nd Yearfor Classroom-
BasedAssessment1 (CBAs),AutumnTermin 3rd Yearfor CBA2 andculminateswith
the written examsin Juneof Third-Year.

Primary School 
(Level 1)

Junior 
Certificate (Level 
2-3)

Senior Cycle

- Transition Year 
(L3)

- L.C. Applied (L4)

- Leaving Cert (L4 
& L5)

Routeways

- 3rd Level Colleges (L7 
& 8) ς(80-85%)

-Post L.C. Course (L5-L6 
Certificates) (6-8%)

- Apprenticeship (L6)  
(5-6%)

-World of Work (1-5%)



The NFQ is designed to show you each 
phase of the education journey from 

Level 1 (primary) to Level 5 at Post-
Primary and beyond into further and 

higher education. 

National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) 
Ireland 

The NFQ allows EU countries to 
compare the level of 

qualifications of its citizens. 



Framework for Junior Cycle 

Ȱ*ÕÎÉÏÒ ÃÙÃÌÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ students at the centre 
of the educational experience, enabling 

them to actively participate in their 
communities and in society and to be 

resourceful and confident learners in all 
ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÇÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȢȱ



Learning in Junior Cycle 

Åwww.juniorcycle.ie

Åwww.jct.ie

The JC Programme is informed by: 
Å8 Principles for curriculum design

Å24 Statements of Learning

Å8 Key Skills

ÅMax. 10 subjects for certification

http://www.juniorcycle.ie/
http://www.jct.ie/


8 Principles inform JC Programme



24 Statements of Learning are achieved through the curriculum 



9

All Learning 
Experiences in Junior 
Cycle are enhanced 
through explicit use 
of άYŜȅ {ƪƛƭƭǎέ
(including Literacy & 
Numeracy)

Key Skills are Embedded in the Learning 
Experiences 



Curricular Provision ςJunior Cycle

ÅStudents will study Nineexamination subjects for Junior 
Certificate. 

ÅThis will be made up of Sevencore subjects and Two
optional subjects.

ÅStudents will also study Fivenon-exam subjects. 

ÅThe purpose of this presentation is to help you to make 
informed Option Subject Choices



Curricular Provision ςJunior Cycle

Non-Exam 
Core Subjects

ωWellbeing Subjects: Junior Cycle Physical Education (JCPE), 
Social Personal and Health Education (SPHE) Civic, Social and 
Political Education (CSPE), My Brain and Me

ωReligious Education ςComputers in 1st Year. 

7 X Core 
Subjects 
(Exam)

ωIrish, English, Maths

ωModern Foreign Language (French), Geography, History, 
Science

2 X Option 
Subjects 

ωHome Economics; Visual Art; Business Studies; Music, 
Modern Foreign Language (Spanish* ), 

ωApplied Technology; Graphics; Wood Technology; 
Engineering; 

*Class will only run if there is sufficient uptake



Iƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΧ

Researchyour subjects fully: this is a 3 year choice! 

Consider Likes and Interests

Consider your Strengths ςwhat you feel good at

Consider the Long Term Impact ςLeaving Cert Options!

Consider the Workload & Skills needed

Select your Option Subjects in Orderof Preference1-4



Example: Select in Order of Priority 1-4

1 ωTechnology

2 ωBusiness

3 ωMusic

4 ωArt 



Researching Option Subjects at Junior Cycle

Step 1: Open www.glanmirecc.ie

Step 2: Click on Curriculum

http://www.glanmirecc.ie/


ÅStep 3: Click on Junior Cycle 

Researching Option Subjects at Junior Cycle

Å Step 4: Click on Subject Specifications



ÅStep 5 ςClick on each of 
the Option Subject 
Information Leaflets

ÅThese will provide an 
overview of the subject 
learning outcomes, 
contentand 
assessment. 

Researching Option Subjects at Junior Cycle



Sample JC Option Subject Leaflet


