
 
 

 

 

  

Review Week 13 & 14 : 25th November – 6th December 2019 

 

UCC Presentation 

 

Sandra O’ Herlihy from UCC Admissions Office team delivered an insightful presentation to sixth year 

students on Tuesday morning. She spoke about the sixty-six undergraduate degree programmes on 

offer through the CAO system. Entry requirements and the importance of researching the module 

content of courses were highlighted and the dangers of not spending enough time on research. 

Other notable areas in the presentation included the CAO application, cost of going to college, 

scholarships on offer in UCC, and upcoming information sessions for students and parents. Emphasis 

was placed upon regular viewing of UCC’s website in order to be fully informed of existing and new 

developments in the university. Students had the opportunity to speak directly with Sandra when the 

presentation was delivered. (John O’Leary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

U 15 Soccer : GCC vs. Presentation Boys 

Final score 5-4 in penalty shoot out  

U15 boys set out to Mayfield United astro turf to play Presentation Boy’s school. Ours boys didn’t start 

well as Pres got a goal in the first 5 minutes .Pres had another shot on goal but was saved well by GCC 

keeper James Kelleher. In the last 5 minutes GCC were playing well keeping the ball out of their half of 

the pitch. Jody Bernard had a great shot on goal but the Pres keeper made a save. The 2nd half was 

vital for the boys as they were 1-0 down soon to be 2-0 as pres drived the ball past our keeper. A few 

minutes later Pres scored another goal but GCC boys kept working. Our first goal was by Patryk 

Swieczka which brought the boys back into the game. Soon after GCC were rewarded a free in front of 

the Pres goal outside the box. Taken by Swieczka he blew the ball into the bottom corner of the net. 

The last goal of the game was by Cathal O ‘Sullivan set up by Alex Condon who brought the ball from 

the back line, up to the forward line and passed it off to Cathal who blasted it past the keeper. The 

game ended 3-3. 20 minutes into extra time it was still 0-0 so the game went into penalties .Penalties 

were taken by Cathal O ‘Sullivan, Patryk Swieczka, Adam Kelly, Alex Condon and Daniel Leonard. 

Unfortunately they lost 5-4 in penalties but it was a great day for the boys as they put up a great fight. 

By Kelly Graham  

 

First year boys soccer match 

It was a wet afternoon on the 21st of November for the 1st year boys to begin 

their soccer careers. The g.c.c. boys started off strong in the Mayfield pitch, 

when cathal o Sullivan won a penalty in the 1st five minutes but the 

carrigaline school boys fired back quick with a rocket into the top corner. The 

glanmire side were dominating in Mayfield with Zach o Sullivan playing 

through balls to Ronan twohig, Sean Delany had the defence line in shape. 

Cathal o Sullivan got 2 more goals to add to his winning streak with one of 

them being a penalty. Final score 7-1 to Glanmire. 

By lucey moriarty and Kelly graham 

 



 
 

 

Construction of the crib 

Fr John Newman and Peter Falvey contacted the school and asked if Mr Murphy and some 

Transition Year students would be interested in building a crib for St Josephs Church. Then 

the transition year students accompanied by Mr Murphy travelled to St Josephs church 

where they measured where the crib was going to be placed in the church. We then ordered 

birch ply. Then we constructed the crib. On Monday 2nd of December we travelled to St 

Josephs church with Mr Murphy along with our Vice Principal Mr Kennefick. The school has 

a very strong connection with St Josephs church. The previous crib was made by Mr 

Kennefick and Ms Lynch in 2003. Hopefully the new crib will last as long as the previous one 

did. We hope this crib brings joy and happiness to our families and friends at this festive 

time of the year.  (Fionain Quinlan) 

Nollaig shona dhaoibh go léir! 
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Big Brother Big Sister Friday 29th November 

 
Great fun was had by all students this week during Big brother big sister. The theme of 
today’s session was A Lego Challenge and conversation. The students challenged each other 
in lego construction and the chat flowed. A positive session was enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Gift Wrapping in Care Choice Nursing Home, Whites Cross. 

Fourteen of our Transition Year pupils volunteered to take part in wrapping gifts in Carechoice Nursing 
Home, Whites Cross on Friday the 6th of December last. The home has many residents and the students 
helped the staff wrap individual presents for each member of the community.  The Nursing home has 
such a warm and caring feel which is sensed on entering through the front door and our students were 
delighted to help the staff in their preparations for Christmas. (Evelyn Gilbert & Deborah Coughlan) 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Shown above is a photograph of a presentation made to the TY Students of GCC who have 
visited Care Choice Nursing Home in Whites Cross over the past six years both Carol singing 
and Gift Wrapping. Included in the photograph is Marie Dilworth, Activity Leader who along 
with the residents of the Nursing home hand made and mounted the most beautiful gift for 
the school. This special gift will take pride of place on the walls in our school.  
 

 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior boys  GCC vs. Deer Park 

GCC travelled to Deer Park to play a senior boys game on a wet rainy day. The 

boys started off well keeping the ball off their half of the pitch.The GCC boys 

had a few chances on goal but was just unlucky with the Deer Park keeper 

making some great saves.20 minutes into the first half Robert Walsh had a 

brace on goal and struck the ball past the keeper which made the score 1-0 at 

half time.Mr Mylod made A strong half time talk which encouraged the boys for 

the next 45 minutes.5 minutes into the 2nd half Kieran McCarthy took a shot on 

goal and blew it into the back of the net. A lot of substitutions were made as 

our boys were getting tired in the hard conditions, Joseph Ezekiel,Dylan 

McCarthy,Liam O Sullivan and Luke Hanley were brought on .Scott McCarthy 

and Farid Lahadjo held a strong back line, giving to ball to our forwards who 

were scoring blinders. Goals by Farid,Joseph Ezekiel, James Byers and penalty by 

James O’Reagan. Man of the match goes to Alex Healy Byrne. The boys had a 

successful day with the final score 6-0.  

By Kelly Graham. 

 



 
 

Carol Singing 

 On Monday the 2nd of December a group of TY Carol Singers left the school at 10.50am and 
headed to Glyntown Retirement Home. We all dresses in Christmas hats, earrings and 
jumpers. When we arrived we were brought into the activity room. The room was 
surrounded in arm chairs and residents. We sang a selection of Christmas carols such as 
Jingle Bells and Rocking around the Christmas Tree. We then took a break and went around 
the room chatting to the residents about school, Christmas and their lives. There was a 
lovely atmosphere in the room. One of the residents Rob played his harmonica with us and 
played some Jigs for us after our performance. We then headed to Mc Donald’s in Blackpool 
for our lunch. In the afternoon we headed to Care choice Nursing Home in Whites Cross. 
This nursing home is quite large. We set up in the day room and  again sang a selection of 
Carols for the residents there. Again the atmosphere was friendly and welcoming. We spoke 
to some of the characters that live there and had a really enjoyable afternoon. We were 
treated to some minerals and treats afterwards. It was a very enjoyable day and we all really 
enjoyed meeting the elderly in our community and spending some quality time with them.  

 By Katelyn  Mc Sweeney TY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 
 

BOI MONEYSMART EVENT 

ROCHESTOWN PARK HOTEL 

Three teams of TY students attended the inaugural BOI Moneysmart event on Tuesday 3rd this week.  
The students got an opportunity to brush up on Financial Wellbeing topics like spending, saving, 
earning, credit and debt. The students gained an understanding of why it’s so important to be smart 
about money and received useful tips and guides for the future.  
  
After lunch they participated in a Bank of Ireland Money Smarts Challenge, a high energy quiz 
consisting of eight rounds of all kinds of money related questions and conundrums to be solved over 
a two hour period. The event was hosted by blogger James Patrice and a fun day was had by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Student Council Meeting  

The Student Council held its monthly meeting on Tuesday 03 December. Mr Pittam gave a 

brief overview of the work of the Green School’s Committee. Class captains were shown the 

correct ways to reduce, reuse and recycle the waste that’s generated in school on a daily 

basis. As student leaders, Class Captains will address their respective class groups, during 

weekly tutorial, about the importance of our collective efforts and individual responsibility 

to ensure the correct use of the facilities put in place. Mr Pittam also gave a brief overview 

of the UN Sustainable Development Goals and identified areas where we can work and learn 

in a more environmentally sustainable manner.  

In keeping with the theme of the meeting, Student Council member and TY student, 

Weronika Wierzbicka, gave an overview of her involvement in the Intergenerational Climate 

Justice Conference held in Cork City Hall and her ongoing activism in the youth Climate 

Action movement.  

President Cian Pierce outlined some actions undertaken to address issues raised by students 

at the previous Student Council meeting. Most of the clocks have been replaced, issues with 

computers and data projectors that were identified have been addressed and blinds in 

classrooms repaired. Cian also praised the student body for their considerable efforts to 

improve the cleanliness of the social areas and toilet facilities. He also praised students for 

their involvement in the Wellbeing Project, in addition to thanking Mr Pittam and the Green 

Schools Committee for their efforts to ensure we continue to have a high quality learning 

environment.  

 

  



 
 

Peer Learning Workshop  

On Thursday morning 05 December, a large group of interested teachers attended a 

workshop entitled “Pre-teaching challenging vocabulary and its impact on student learning”. 

The workshop was based on the work of Alex Quigley, Author of “Closing the Vocabulary 

Gap” and was facilitated by Ms Clare Madden, along with Ms Laura Marsh. 

 

Participants were presented with research showing the relationship between the extent of 

students’ vocabulary and their academic achievement. A range of strategies that pre-teach 

the etymology and morphology of complex, subject-specific, terms was discussed.  

  

In Closing the Vocabulary Gap, Alex Quigley explores the increased demands of an academic 

curriculum and how closing the vocabulary gap between our ‘word poor’ and ‘word rich’ 

students could prove the vital difference between school failure and success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 
 

Cork Schools Cross Country 

The athletics team travelled to Riverstick on Thursday 5th December to compete in their first 

competition of the year.  

Joey O’ Leary was our sole representative in 1st year girls competing in her very first athletics 

competition. Joey ran well in tough conditions and a large field of athletes. Toby Tagney, 

Daniel Sarmiento and Emmanuel Ekhosuehi ran in the 1st year boys race. Emmanuel and 

Daniel displayed great teamwork as they picked through the numbers to work up the field 

together, and Toby showed great promise as top finisher for GCC. 

Samuel Curtis had an exceptional race in the 3rd year boys. Samuel was lying in 5th place 

after 1900m and a sprint finish to the end unfortunately resulted in him being pushed out of 

the top 10 qualifying spots for Munster. Samuel has been working extremely hard in training 

and is an athlete to watch for the future.  

Finally, Lydia Walshe had a superb race. Her strong finish at the end propelled her into 4th 

place, metres away from 3rd, and landing herself a qualification for Munster Cross Country 

for the second year in a row. Lydia began athletics in 1st year and has been going from 

strength to strength ever since. (Grainne Power) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

LEO ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TRADE FAIR 

BLACKPOOL SHOPPING CENTRE 

Four TY companies participated in the Christmas Trade Fair at Blackpool Shopping 

Centre this week, an event organised by the city branch of the LEO.  Festivity sold 

their Christmas Baubles with everything from treats for your dog to Christmas gifts 

stored in the baubles. 

  

Houz of Trade showcased their 

sustainable clothes company. 

 

Cosmic Cases made big sales on their 

hand painted glasses and bottles. 

 

SKOKO traded their homemade 

scented body sprays. 

 



 
 

 


